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JNA Research Report No. 69

SUMMARY

Basic Survey of Nursing Education 2003
Japanese Nursing Association

1. Overview

JNA has proposed this survey to examine the progress of student applications at basic nursing
education courses, identify the current status / challenges for such courses, and explore the future
direction of nursing education that reflect the current status / challenges of basic nursing education.
Based on the findings, we will examine how nursing education should be in the future, and issue
relevant policy proposals.

2. Survey Method
Target
1,502 basic nursing education courses
* There are 1,512 basic nursing education courses across the nation as of April 2003.

Method
Questionnaires were distributed and collected by mail. Persons in charge of nursing education
were asked to fill out the questionnaires and mail them directly to JNA.

Period
September 1 to 16, 2003

Response
1,118 valid responses (valid return percentage of 74.4%)

3. Response rate by school type

Table 1: Courses offered by respondents

(n=1,118)
No. of respondents Ratio (%)
University/college 83 7.4%
Junior college 54 4.8%
3-year course 404 36.1%
2-year course (full time) 128 11.4%
2-year course (part time) 151 13.5%
5-year course 50 4.5%
Nursing High School 68 6.1%
Assistant Nursing School 178 15.9%
No response 2 0.2%
Total 1118 100.0%

4. Outlines of Survey Results

(1)Recent trend in the number of course applicants, examination participants and actual entrants
Amidst shrinking 18-year old population due to Japan's dwindling childbearing rate, 29% of

respondents reported a declining trend in the number of course applicants and examination
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participants. However, 24 to 25% reported an "increasing trend", while 67.5% said the number of
actual course entrants has remained "steady”. The results indicate that many institutes have
secured enough students to fill the capacity, despite a decline in the number of people applying for
or taking the entrance examinations for nursing courses.

(2)Support system for students

Some teaching staff have peinted out that an increasing number of students at basic nursing
courses are leaving the study midway, or postponing graduation, due to lowering academic
performances / enthusiasm and for health reasons (psychological ones). The increase of such
students has highlighted the need for a system of providing physical and mental support to
students. This survey included questions on such support systems. As much as 69.1% said they
have staff assigned to offer counseling to students with problems concerning school life, far
exceeding institutes with no such staff (29.9%). As for recent concerns prevalent among students,
"study” topped the list with 69.0%, followed by "health concerns (psychological).

Table 2: Recent concerns prevalent among students / at institutes with counseling staff assigned

(Multiple answer, n=772)

No. of Ratio (%)
responses
Human relations 487 63.1%
Study 533 69.0%
Future career / employment 414 53.6%
Health concerns (physical) 227 29.4%
Health concerns (psychological) 494 64.0%
Other 69 8.9%
No response 11 1.4%
Total 772 100.0%

(3)No Smoking education

Regarding the smoking environment on school premises, 56.4% imposes a "total smoking ban
both indoors and outdoors”, followed by 23.5% imposing smoking ban indoors but not for outdoors.
As for the promotion of non-smoking education, 13.2% reported making an organizational approach
through teaching staff committees, etc., while 64.3% are addressing the issue at teaching staff
meetings, etc. as required, although not in an organizational approach. 20.8% others said no
particular efforts have been made. (No response: 1.6%)

Table 3: Smoking environment

(n=1,118)
No.of 1 potio (%)
responses

Total smoking ban on the premises both indoors and outdoors* 630 56.4%
Indoor smoking ban, but smoking permitted outdoors** 263 23.5%
Indoor smoking permitted, but segregated environment
(Smoking rooms, smoking / non-smoking segregation in 151 13.5%
communal areas)
Smoking / non-smoking segregation both indoors and outdoors 45 4.0%
No smoking restrictions 1 0.1%
No response 28 2.6%
Total 1118 100.0%

* This figure includes four cases of "total smoking ban for students and restricted indoor smoking for
teachers / staff at designated areas".
** This figure includes 61 cases of "total smoking ban indoors and segregated smoking outdoors”.
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(4)National examination success rate

The average success rate for national nursing qualification examination among the new
graduates of 2002 at participating institutes, stood at 96.1% (ref. national success rate among new
graduates: 96.1%). No significant differences were observed among courses.

Table 4: Average success rate for the national examination (for registered nurse)

Average success

rate
university/college (n=57) 98.4%
3-year course/3-year course junior college (n=424) 96.6%
2-year course (n=287) 94.9%
Total (n=768) 96.1%

(5)Issues of concern and dissatisfaction identified by teachers

In regard to issues of concerns and dissatisfaction identified by teachers, "deteriorating academic
performance among students" topped the list at 67.9%, followed by "excessive burden of
administrative work associated with research and education” (54.1%) and "unsatisfactory facilities /
equipment for research purposes" (41.9%). By course type, "unsatisfactory wages” was cited by
46.1% of "practical nurse training institutes” and 37.1% of "2-year training institutes (part time)",
relatively high ratios compared to other types of institutes. “Universities”, on the other hand, tend
to be more concerned about the "large number of classes / lectures” and less about "deteriorating
academic performance among students” compared to other types of institutes.

Table 5: Issues of concerns and dissatisfaction identified by teachers
(Multiple Answer, n=1,118)

No. of responses | Ratio (%)
Large number of classes and lectures 394 35.2%
Excessive burden of administrative work associated with research 54.1%
and education 605 s
Unsatisfactory wages 324 29.0%
Unsatisfactory employee welfare / services 152 13.6%
Unsatisfactory facilities / equipment for research purposes 468 41.9%
Workplace human relations 202 18.1%
Deteriorating academic performance among students 759 67.9%
Other 141 12.6%
No response 53 4.7%
Total 1118 100.0%
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