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@ SUMMARY SUMMARY @

Basic Survey of Nursing Education 2000

Japanese Nursing Association

Survey & Research Section

Objective

With the various changes in circumstances surrounding medical care and nursing that have
caused people's needs for nursing to diversify and become complicated, expectations for nursing
education are growing. In Japan, nursing education is provided at several types of schools. In the
past few years, however, the number of nursing colleges is increasing remarkably. In 2001, 91 new
nursing colleges and universities opened, accounting for 17% of the total capacity of nursing
schools. On the other hand, because of a decline in the birthrate (and hence a decline in the
college-age or 18-year old population) some schools are short of incoming students. In this context,
school administration should be reconsidered. Therefore, we did a survey to compile basic data for
understanding the present status and problems of basic education nursing institutions. We surveyed
all relevant schools in Japan that provide basic nursing education courses. This survey will be

repeated every three years.

Method
1.Target

1,580 schools providing basic nursing education, excluding those that have decided to stop
admitting applicants or will close down.
2.Method of survey

One questionnaire sheet per course. Respondents were nurses in the highest position at each
school.
3.Period of the survey

Questionnaires were sent to the schools in November 2000 and answer sheets were collected in

December 2000.
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4.Response rate by school type

Nursing education | Number of | Number of | Rate of Type of course
course questionnaire | responses responses
sent received received (%)

University/college 84 70 83.3 Nurse training

Junior college 58 42 12.4 Nurse training

3-year course 482 375 17.8 Nurse training

. Course for gaining a nurse

J;mlor college 11 1 63.6 license for students already

(2 years) with an assistant nurse license
Course for gaining a nurse

2-year course 401 253 63. 1 license for students already
with an assistant nurse license

Nursing high 132 89 67 4 Cogrse for gaining an

school assistant nurse license

Assistant nursing 419 195 30 3 COl.lI‘SC for gaining an

school assistant nurse license

Total 1,580 961 60.8 -

Changes in Students

1.Change in the number of applicants

In response to "a change in the number of applicants in the past three years," 43.5% of the

n

respondents said "no change" and 34.1% said "decreasing." Within the category of

"university/college" only, the percentage of the respondents who said "increasing" was higher than
that of those who said "decreasing." How to attract talented people to nursing schools is a serious
challenge for all schools because the number of applicants will further decline in the future.

2.Insufficient basic academic abilities

One of the fears felt in recent years in Japan is the lowered scholarly attainment of students in
general. As a result of the survey, 68.5% of the respondents said that there were an "increasing"
number of students who lack basic scholastic abilities.

Given these trends, that is, the falling number of applicants and the growing number of students
lacking basic academic abilities, appropriate action is needed to get enough students in the future.
Such actions include expanding the system for accepting students who completed high school or
junior high school study more than a year ago; i.e., not only new graduates from high school but

also graduates from universities, colleges, and junior colleges.

System for Accepting Students

1.Introduction of the entrance examination system for students who finished high school or

junior high school at least one year ago

The "entrance examination system for working people or those who finished school life" was
defined as "a way of screening applicants who graduated from high school or junior high school

some years ago, according to the test result of different subjects than those of the general entrance
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exam." Asked whether they had a quota system for students who are not just graduated from high
school, nearly half of the universities, colleges, and junior colleges replied yes.

The schools without such a special entrance system were asked whether they have intention to
adopt it in the future; 34.2% of the universities and colleges and 31.0% of the three-year course

schools said "under consideration," showing rather high level in comparison with other schools. As

a whole, however, the percentage of those who said “no intention” was the greatest.

2.Credit granting

Asked whether they allow student to use credits or coursework obtained at other schools, nearly
80% of the universities, colleges, and junior colleges said "yes."

Such a credit recognition system, under which students wishing to move to another university or
college can make effective use of credits already gained, is gradually spreading. In 2000, 58.7% of
the 3-year course schools had this system, an increase of 5.2 percentage points from the 53.5% in
1999.

3.Male applicants

Of the schools that responded to the survey, 14.4% reject all male applicants.

Information Provided

1.Creation of a syllabus

The syllabus is the teaching plan in which the subjects, the covered subject content, class hours,
the number of credits given, the date when lesson starts, the names of teachers, designated
textbooks, and related course content are specified. It is also used for self-examination and self-
evaluation of education.

Among respondents, all universities and colleges make a syllabus, whereas only one junior college
does not. Seventy percent of the 3-year and 2-year course schools have a syllabus. The percentage

of schools that do not make a syllabus was the highest for assistant nursing schools.

2.System to study by subject

The subject unit system is a system under which specific subjects chosen can be taken and
credits are given for those subjects. It is different from an ordinary auditing system that grants no
credit. This subject-dependent system exists in 81.4% of the universities and colleges and 61.9% of
the junior colleges. For the other types of schools, less than 10% adopt such a system.

This system allows clinical nurses to continue studying to gain credits even though they are not
college graduates. The system also benefits ordinary students because its on-the-spot information

stimulates them.
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3.Self-examination and self-evaluation system of school

Among respondents, 82.9% of the universities and colleges and 85.7% of the junior colleges
adopt a self-examination and self-evaluation system. For the other types of schools, less than 10%
do so. As is also seen in the case of the subject unit system, there is a wide gap between the group
consisting of universities, colleges, and junior colleges and the group consisting of the other types

of schools.

Problems with Teachers and Contents of Education

1.Criteria for recruitment and promotion of teachers

Among respondents, 61.4% of the universities and colleges and 66.7% of the junior colleges said
that they show their criteria for the recruitment and promotion of teachers, but this figure drops

below 30% for the other types of schools.

2.Clinical training is necessary after graduation

Clinical nursing practice is divided into seven technical fields that include "basic nursing science."
There are a growing number of schools that count student practice as only observing the relevant
facilities. Nursing practice should be done in the seven fields, but because of a decline in the
birthrate it is difficult for some schools to find facilities to practice in such fields as "child nursing
science" and "maternal nursing science". Also, because there are a small number of "home-visit
nursing care stations" that nursing students can see in a day, it is difficult for some schools to find
facilities to practice "home care theory". Therefore, students feel anxiety that they might work
badly on the clinical scene immediately after passing a state examination. Facilities also share this
fear: among respondents, 57.0% replied that "it is difficult to secure places to practice in some

fields."

3.Compensation responsibility and disability insurance for nursing students

Among respondents, 85.3% of the schools have private insurance for clinical practice. This
includes compensation responsibility and disability insurance for nurse students. Measures against

accidents during practice are improving.

4.Many hope clinical training will be compulsory

When asked the question "The Japanese Nursing Association believes that instead of getting a job
immediately after passing a state examination, a certain period of compulsory clinical training is
necessary. Do you think compulsory clinical training for new graduates is necessary?" 85.3% of the

respondents said "yes." By school category, 90.1% of the 3-year course schools said "yes."
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