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SUMMARY SUMMARY

Securing a Revenue Source for Medical,
Nursing and Welfare Services

Kimihiro Masamura
The School of Economics, Senshu University

In the seventies, medical, nursing and welfare policies made great strides. But with the coming
of the eighties, with its emphasis on reducing the scale of state finances, they have become the first
targets of criticsm and administrative control. This paper tries to determine what administrative
and financial arrangements will help most enrich the medical, nursing and welfare services.

Today’s welfare system is the system which scatters small benefits to many people under
various programs. A vision of welfare society is needed to bring order to the system : a society
that will protect people’s lives in an emergency ; a society that will not isolate the weak and the
handicapped but will instead enable them to live on their own with the help of community
volunteers. Where shall we seek the revenue source necessary to create such a society ?

By international standards, the scale of state finances in Japan is not at all large. Therefore,
we should expand it and realize our vision of the welfare society, even if it means imposing higher
taxes or raising the rate of social insurance premiums.

These services should fit the conditions of the everyday lives of the local residents. But in
today’s medical, nursing and welfare systems, the state decides on the details of the services to
be rendered and grants the necessary funds to the local governments, which actually administer
the services. Instead of such a uniform system, what we need is the system that will permit local
governments to maintain their own revenue sources and design programs that best meet the local
conditions — that is; decentralization of power.

April 4, 1980
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