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@SUMMARY SUMMARY@

The Present Condition of Visiting
Nursing Service and Its Problems

Akiko Hasegawa*

Visiting nursing service used to be available at only a few hospitals and clinics. Since
entering the 1970s, however, it has become a nation-wide servise available at hospitals,
clinics and the city and ward offices throughout the country. And it has become one of the
national tasks. This service will definitely continue to grow in the future. The purpose of
this paper is to trace the background of the visiting nursing service, to identify the problems
it now faces, and to make a few suggestions for the future. To determine the present status
of visiting nursing service, we first checked the pamphlets and other literature outlining
this service available at city and ward offices in and around Tokyo and interviewed key
persons engaged in this service. We then conducted field surveys on hospitals with more
than 100 beds scattered throughout the country, and hospitals and clinics belonging to the
All Japan League of Democratic Institutes.

The visiting nursing service currently available has the following features.

Since cities and wards offer visiting nursing service as part of their general welfare ser-
vice, they have no trouble coordinating it to other welfare programs but has difficulty
cooperating with hospitals. Due to lack of government funds, visiting service is restricted to
it to bed-ridden old-aged patients only twice a month. Visiting nurses are not on regular
payroll but are hired on a commission basis and paid separately every each visit they do.
Their position is not a secure one, nor are they adequately trained.

Hospitals and clinics provide visiting nursing service to patients who have been discharged
from hospital or are receiving medical care at home. They work very closely with family
doctors in providing patients with consistent nursing care -+ from the moment they are
hospitalized, leave it and return home to convalescence. Hospitals and clinics, however, tend
to limit their visiting nursing service to their own patients and have troubles keeping full-
time visiting nurses. They are also faced with the problem of forcing hospitals and clinics
to bear most of the financial burden, because patients are rarely required to pay for the
service they receive.

For the present and the future, the following measures should be taken to develop the
visiting nursing service ;

1. To improve coordination with other welfare programs.

2. To work out ways of providing visiting nursing service at this stage, since home

patients’ needs are varied.

3. To share responsibilities with regular public health nurses in providing nursing service

at patients’ homes.

* Research Department, JNA
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