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SUMMARY

Problems Surrounding Function of Midwife in Maternity Ward

(PART DD

Could the definition of midwife’s job
description be a key to solution of
the problem ?

From 1960 to the early 1970’s, the
midwives employed in hospitals str—
ongly asserted that there should be
well-defined job description and just
allocation of midwives in the hospital
The
rationalization for this claim was, however,

midwifery and maternity services.

not necessarily clear to even to midwives
themselves. The purpose of the current
study has been therefore to explore the
backgrounds of their position, including
the social and historical backgrounds,
through the review of their opinions
as presented in the articles which
appeared in the journals widely read
by the hospital midwives in general.

The following controversial problems

have been identified as the result of

the aboce study.

1. Midwives were usually expected to
perform both nursing and midwifery
services and were kept very busy
without receiving due recognition
of their services and due renum-—
eration equivalent to the responsibility
they were assuming, Reform of the
midwifery education was in fact six
years behind that of the nursing
education,

2. The midwives were extremely in
short of supply as compared to the
demand for service, but this fact had
long been overlooked and the gov—

ernment did not take any measures

KIMIKO YASUHARA

to secure more midwives until 1974.

3. Before the World War II, the mid—
wives were usually practicing indep—
endently and they gained high social
status. The midwives today have
long—cherished desire to work in a
place where they can practice midwifery
service independently.

4. There

function and responsibility between

is no clear division of
the obstetrician and the midwife
with regard to the normal pregnancy.
In short, the background that led the
midwives to feel the need of definition
of their job—description could be summed
up as follows. As it became more
common for the mothers to deliver
their babies at hospitals and other
institutions, the midwives have confronted
many situations which made . them
recognize the need to definé the unique
function of midwifery which ought to
be different from that of the doctors
and that of the nurses. They believe
that by doing so they could improve
their conditions of work and restore
their social status which used to be
much higher when they had practiced
independently.
Although it is assumed that the definition
of the midwife’s job—description may
not be easily made and that it may
that the

because of

not solve many problems
midwives are now facing,
there being so many uncertain variables
surrounding this problem,
ificant that the subject

it is signi—

has acted as



an stimulant for the midwives to

consider their problem forwardly. It
is essential above all that midwives
become aware of their problems and

be courageous enough to positively

act for their solution. They must have
rationale to persuade others that the
definition of their job—description is
imperative for the effective solution

of their problems.
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